
Frequently asked questions about the RMC pulpit project 

 

Why do we need a new pulpit? Don’t we already have a pulpit(s)? 

Yes, we actually have several pulpits currently stored in the Sunflower Room (see 

picture to the left). The smaller one was possibly used by the Rosedale Methodist 

Church as a lectern/pulpit. The large pulpit on the right has been Rainbow’s primary 

pulpit until recently. Pictured to the right is our current pulpit 

for preaching and worship leading. 
  

Discussions about a new pulpit (size, design, location) occurred 

during the church remodeling project approximately ten years ago. No final decision was 

made at that time. However, hope was expressed that if a future pulpit was ever built, we 

would use the wood from a special maple tree that was donated to the church and once 

stood on the west end of the church (now the Sunflower Room). This is indeed what will 

happen if this project is completed as currently designed. Pictured to the left is the 

spalted maple that has been stored in our church shed. It is in mint condition and 

available for use. After the organ was installed in 2009, ongoing discussions took 

place about the chancel area and how a pulpit might fit into those changes. Some 

expressed the hope that a new pulpit on the east end of the chancel would provide 

an important counterbalance to the size, weight and color of the organ. Concern was also noted that the current 

pulpit was so large that it blocked sight lines to the chancel for those sitting in the Wesley Room. This 

concern/wish was voiced to the Church Council and in November 2013, Church Council appointed a pulpit 

committee to research options and bring a recommendation back to council. The committee appointed included: 

A Council Liaison (Steve Goeke), a Trustee (John Mueller), Visual Arts Committee reps (Alyssa Smith and 

Linda Graham) and Ruth Harder (ad hoc member/pastor).Input from Worship Committee members was also 

sought at times.  
 

What has the pulpit committee been up to? The pulpit committee began meeting in December 2013 in order 

to familiarize ourselves with the existing pulpits and discuss options moving forward. The committee 

determined that the existing, large pulpit blocks the view of the chancel for people sitting in the Wesley Room, 

that the existing wooden stand  is not a long-term solution (wobbly, speaker is exposed and this might be a 

problem for some, etc.) and that the small lectern pictured above was too small and would need too many 

adjustments. In subsequent emails, the committee articulated the following hopes for this project: 

1. A new pulpit should be newly constructed with the appropriate size and styled to reflect the structure 

and color of the organ and the environment of the sanctuary 

2. A new pulpit should look less formal than pulpits from the past; Preacher is not preaching from above, 

set off from the congregation; We wondered if the speaker could be brought 

forward for greater visibility 

3. The pulpit should be on casters so it can easily be moved when needed 

4. It should have a shelf for the speaker materials and accommodate different 

heights of speakers. 

5. The pulpit should be of high quality that will last for years. 

After checking into several options, the committee met with craftsman Matt Kirby 

(pictured to the right with Steve and Linda) to begin talking about the look and function of a new pulpit. You 

can learn more about Matt here: http://www.mattkirby.com/about-matt.htm 

 



On March 7 the majority of committee members felt positive about Mr. Kirby’s resume and ideas and decided 

to recommend to the Church Council that the 

church authorize $1500 for Mr. Kirby to 

complete the design phase only of a new pulpit. 

The Council voted to accept this 

recommendation and Mr. Kirby got to work. On 

September 21 the committee made final changes 

to the design (see picture to the left) to be 

brought to the council in October 2014.  During 

a special Church Council meeting on October 5, 

Council noted that this was a capital expenditure 

outside the scope of the annual budget and 

therefore needed congregational approval. 

Action taken: Council voted in favor of 

recommending to the congregation that we 

pursue signing a contract with Mr. Kirby, noting 

several methods of funding for congregational consideration. (The Pulpit Committee’s vote on the project was 

unanimously in favor and the Council vote on the project was 6 for, 1 against, and 1 abstention.) 

Is it movable and adjustable? Yes, everything will be made to be taken apart and stored in another place when 

and if necessary. The ramp is for accessibility and will only be on the chancel when necessary.  
 

What kind of wood will be used? And what about color/shade? Spalted maple (see picture above) will 

provide more color and texture than what this scale model shows. Effort will be made to do some matching of  

color and height of the organ platform.  
 

Why is there a leave/branch on the front?  The pulpit committee suggested that an abstract dove be 

incorporated into this pulpit especially since Mennonite Church USA uses a dove in its visual identity. The 

leaf/branch would be made out of a naturally green wood and the curved part would be made out of brass to 

match the gold colors of the organ.  
 

What will it cost? $22,500 which will include an optional ramp and a padded dolly for when and if we need to 

move it off the chancel. This figure is in addition to the $1500 already paid to Mr. Kirby. 
 

How soon can construction start? As soon as the congregation approves it and the contract is signed with Mr. 

Kirby. Project completion is estimated to take 4-6 months.  

 

What are next steps? The scale model of this pulpit will be on display in the Sanctuary starting Wednesday 

October 8. Feel free to come and take a closer look. On Sunday October 12 this same model will be placed in 

Fellowship Hall. Pulpit committee members as well as Moderator Keith Jantz will be available to answer 

questions or share more about this project after worship on the 12
th

.  Mr. Kirby will be on hand at the 

congregational meeting on October 19 should you have questions for him.  

 

How long would it take to build a new pulpit? 4-6 months  
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