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A young Christian couple who attend their Mennonite church regularly and often 
participate in church activities decide to join in holy matrimony and raise a family under 
the faith umbrella of the Mennonite church.  After receiving approval from the 
congregation, their pastor officiates the wedding in the church, a ceremony well 
attended by and supported by the congregation.  All are happy.

Later, the pastor is subjected to automatic review by the WDC leadership commission, 
placed on probation, and subjected to the risk of losing his ordination solely due to the 
act of officiating that marriage ceremony.  Why?  The newly married devout Christian 
couple is of the same sex.

Rainbow Mennonite Church was organized in 1957, a church plant of Western District 
Conference, originally called Kansas City Mennonite Church. 

In 1964, Grace Mennonite Church of South Central Conference and Kansas City 
Mennonite Church of Western District Conference, merged to become Rainbow 
Boulevard Mennonite Church, making Rainbow one of the first dual-membership 
churches. 

Rainbow’s original church building was located on Rainbow Boulevard, which is how the 
congregation acquired its name. The church now stands on Southwest Boulevard, but 
we have retained the name Rainbow. 

We at Rainbow began the practice of welcoming into membership people of diverse 
sexual orientations as early as 1979. At a workshop held at Rainbow in 1978 dealing 
with an alternative understanding of church and homosexuality, persons who were 
openly gay were invited to speak and tell their stories.  Around this time several 
sermons were presented by the pastor dealing with the biblical material and other 
issues related to sexual orientation and the Christian faith. 

In 1990 Rainbow joined the Supportive Congregations Network of the Brethren 
Mennonite Council as an accepting members and then as a publicly affirming member 
in 1996. The Supportive Congregations Network made it possible for gay and lesbian 
persons to identify churches where they would be welcomed as full members. Of course 
not everyone in the WDC and South Central conferences agreed with our decision to 
accept as members all persons professing faith in Jesus Christ regardless of sexual 
orientation, nor did everyone agree with our decision to become part of the Supportive 



Congregations Network of Brethren Mennonite Council. Eventually, after failed attempts 
at reconciliation and understanding our membership with South Central Conference was 
officially terminated in 1999. RMC would no longer be a dual-conference church.     

Our discontinued membership in South Central Conference did not stop us from 
continued dialogue with conference and denominational leaders regarding matters of 
membership, polity and openness.  For example, two Rainbow members participated in 
a 1999 Consultation on Membership Polity for the soon-to-be merger between 
Mennonite Church and General Conference Mennonite Church. 

From 1999 on, Rainbow has continued to study and listen, to participate in conference 
committees and discussions, and to work toward greater inclusion of our gay brothers 
and sisters in all facets of congregational life. We have also respected that not all 
congregations may agree with our stance, and have supported the authority for local 
churches to discern their understanding in these matters. 

The resolution before you today is part of our ongoing effort towards a greater inclusion, 
a process that began as early as 1978.

In 2014, recognition of the rights of individuals seeking same sex marriages grows 
towards more universal acceptance on an almost daily basis.  Policies and restrictions 
established 20 + years ago no longer appear applicable given the current trends.  While 
many within the Mennonite church view this change as an intrusion from the secular 
outside world, the fact remains that some LGBTQ individuals are Christians seeking to 
further their spiritual connection with God and Christ through their local Mennonite 
church.  On the regional and national basis, the Mennonite church policy currently 
discourages or forbids such activity inside local congregations.  

Recognizing this discrepancy, the Rainbow Mennonite Church submits the following 
resolution in an effort to ease the pressure on pastors performing same sex marriages 
within the church.   While our congregation strongly supports transition to a more 
tolerant approach to these situations, we are fully aware that granting pastors latitude to 
perform same sex marriages within the WDC would not only be inconsistent with 
MCUSA polity established in 1991, but would not be acceptable to some congregations 
within WDC and other Mennonite conferences across the nation.   One only has to read 
the numerous columns and letters to the editor in “The Mennonite” and the “Mennonite 
World Review” to gauge the polarity of this controversial subject among various 
congregations.

This resolution is designed to remove pressure from our pastors regarding officiating 



same sex marriages.  Such activity would be locally determined by the individual 
congregations and only allowed under clear affirmation by the congregation.  This 
resolution also acknowledges that some pastors and congregations currently possess 
NO desire for such marital ceremonies to occur within their church.  That autonomy 
would remain should this resolution be accepted by WDC at some future time.  Concern 
has been expressed that this resolution usurps the power of the Leadership 
Commission and its review process.  That is not the intent, nor the nature of this 
resolution, which in itself merely provides a guideline for the commission on this single 
issue and, in essence, confirms a decision that the Leadership Commission of WDC 
has made previously. 

In the process of exploring possible change in current MCUSA polity, our fervent desire 
is to progress with discussion and discernment of the idea of modification of WDC and/
or MCUSA’s approach to the issue of officiating gay marriages WITHOUT exacerbating 
polarization to the point of causing congregations to elect to leave their regional and 
national affiliations.  Therefore, this resolution is introduced not for adoption today nor 
even for vote nor straw consensus.  Rather this change is presented for delegates to 
return to their congregations for discussion and discernment to further explore this 
issue, explore possible change in polity, and consider how that change would appear.  
This concept is designed simply to remove pressure from individual congregations and 
pastors and allow them the freedom to make their own determinations as to when 
proceeding is or is not appropriate.  We should NOT allow this issue to divide our larger 
Mennonite governing bodies.  We must remember that our unity is based more strongly 
upon our Anabaptist and pacifist beliefs, those strong characteristics, which separate 
Mennonites from other religions.  We must as Pastor Harvey Chupp said, retain our 
personal convictions but honor our commitment to the larger Mennonite fellowship.

Final comments from Ruth:

I began as pastor at Rainbow about 10 months ago. The writing and acceptance of this 
resolution had already taken place at Rainbow.  I do support it and am thankful to be 
part of a congregation that is working patiently and  persistently on seeking common 
ground and working toward greater justice.  

We at Rainbow value our membership in Western District Conference and Mennonite 
Church USA. We are grateful for the dialogue that has taken place in these past few 
months and we hope to continue to work in a spirit of love, trust and faithfulness.  

Again, we recognize that this continues to be a divisive conversation in MCUSA and that 
Membership Guidelines are currently under review by the the denomination. We think 
and we hope that presenting this resolution for discussion only, and having a task force 
that includes Rainbow representation, will give us more time to seek genuine common 



ground and understanding. 


